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Nagpur: Maharashtra’s Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory
completed DNA profiling of
65 samples collected from re-
latives in 72hours, giving refe-
rence maps to identify bodies
recovered after the Aug 26 Ne-
pal flash flood, reports Sou-
mitra Bose.

Thousands are still mis-
sing. Most of the missing peo-
ple from Maharashtra are
from Mumbai, said a source.
DNA profiling began after the
state received a list of 62 mis-
sing compiled by the disaster
management task force, Rela-
tivesof 43 peopleonthelistca-
me forward and gave 57 sam-
ples at Kalina laboratory, Fo-
ur more families, whose na-
mes were not on the list,
provided eight samples.
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Nepal flood: DNA profiling
done for 65 samples from
kin o identify Maha victims

OVER 5,500 MISSING

> At least 1,385 killed, over
5,500 missing, including over
800 foreigners from at least
34 countries, as search ops
entered 12th day Sunday

» Only around 100 bodies
identified, handed over to kin
» 13,391 people rescued so
far, 3912 currently staying
at holding centres

> UN launches $50m appeal
to help over 84,000 people

A 19member Indian team
is in Nepal, helping taking
samples from the bodies.
They will now compare those
traces with the 65 samples
profiled in Mumbai.

,Tob,umtouepal."

DNA samples profiled i
Mumtbai o be sent to Nepal

»FromP1

any recovered bodies are mutj-
M lated oralready decaying, Faces
or clothes could not be used for
identification. “Only a DNA match
witha parent, child or sibling can con-
firm the identity of the victims and en-
surethefamiliesarehanded over rema-
insof theirkin,” asenior official said,
“The families which atrivedfor sub-
mitting samples were already in shock,
and the window was tighter. Comple-
ting65 profiles in 72 hours will hold gre-
ater significance when the bodies final-
lycomehome," the official added.
An earlier plan to send relatives to
the nearest govt hospital caused panic
andlongqueuds so

rectly to Kalina laboratory Sources said
some relatives tratelled overttighf ffom
placeslikePuneand Nashik, whilesotne
alsobroughtelderly parents,

Doctors from Nair Hospital, Mum:
bai,andgovthospitalsin Puneand Nas-
hik joined forensic staff on campus,
collected theblood and handed over the

aid Thedirec” dedt¢
toratethenaskedthefamiliestocomedi-

samples for analysis,

Soureessaid that staff under the di-
rector of Forensic Science Laboratori-
s, Vijay Thakare, began work for sam-
pling, collecting, analysing and asses-
sing onThursday,

“Extraction, profiling, checkingand
reportingcontinuedthrough Friday Sa-
turday night and Sunday morning. The
reports wereready by Sundayevening,”
said an official, adding, “Staff kept the
counters open, explained the process
once and moved samples without a pau-
se. There wasno backlog.” i

The outcomes of the DNA sampling
of the relatives would be sent on mailto
theforensicagency concernedof govtof |
India, Later, the result wouldbeforwar i
e ndianand Nepal embassies, ™

A9 menber Indian team, from Na-
tional Rorerisic Seiences University, Di-
rébtorte of Forensic:Science Services
and Central Forensic Science Laborato-
1y, is working with Nepal Police at two
laboratories in Kathmandu Valley
They are taking samples from the bodi-
es. They will now compare those traces
with the65samplesprofiled in Mumbai,
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Nepal flood: DNA profiling done for 65 samples in
3 days to identify Maha victims

Nagpur: Maharashtra's Forensic Science Laboratory completed
DNA profiling of 65 samples collected from relatives in 72 hours,
giving the reference maps needed to identify bodies recovered
after the devastating flash flood of Aug 26 in NepalThousands are
still missing. Most of the missing persons from Maharashtra are
from Mumbeai, said a source. DNA profiling began after the state
received a list of 62 Maharashtra residents missing after the
tragedy from the disaster management task force. Relatives of 43
people on the list came forward and gave 57 samples at Kalina
laboratory.

Four more families, whose names were not on the list, provided
eight samples, taking the total to 65, said the sources.

Many recovered bodies are mutilated or already decaying. Faces or clothes could not be used for identification.
“Only a DNA match with a parent, child or sibling can confirm identity of the victims and ensure the families are
handed over remains of their kin,” said a senior official. “The families which arrived for submitting samples were
already in shock, and the window was tighter. Completing 65 profiles in 72 hours will hold greater significance
when the bodies finally come home," the official added.

An earlier plan to send relatives to the nearest govt hospital caused panic and long queues, sources said. The
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